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1 Introduction

Tsai Ing-wen, as the new president of Taiwan, is also active as the president of the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), which is the major pro-independence political power on
the island (Sui, 2016). It is unclear yet whether Tsai will follow in the footsteps of Chen
Shui-bian to pursue de jure independence or keep the status quo (Sui, 2016). Furthermore,
Beijing has been highly concerned since US president-elect Donald Trump had direct talks
with Tsai Ing-wen on 2 December 2016, which nearly broke the Sino-US Shanghai
Communiqué that was set in 1979 (BBC, 2016). This was declared by Wang Yi, Foreign
Minister of China, recognizing that the One-China Principle is the core to China-US relations
(BBC, 2016). The new president of the United States, Donald Trump, and the return of DPP

as Taiwan’s ruling party bring about more uncertainty to the peace in the Taiwan Strait.

As it highly relates to the geopolitics, peace, and security of the Asia-Pacific region as well as
the Sino-US relationship, Cross-Strait relations and People’s Republic of China (PRC)’s
policy towards to Taiwan are worth more attention from scholars. Certainly, there are
numerous studies focusing on Cross-Strait relations and PRC’s Taiwan policy by looking at
Cross-Strait history, Taiwan’s domestic politics development and transformation, the official
message and policies by both sides of the government, the Taiwan Strait Crisis, and Cross-
Strait exchanges. But, there are quite a few scholars who studied Cross-Strait relations and
China’s Taiwan policy from a media aspect. In a popular authoritarian regime, Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) is holding its one-party ruling with legitimacy from nationalist
public support and using its media control to frame public opinion to serve its foreign policy.
Since Taiwan can be taken by CCP and the Chinese public as one of the core issues of state
sovereignty, how Taiwan affairs can be framed to the Chinese public is highly related to

Cross-Strait relations and CCP’s Taiwan policy.

There are several scholars who have studied the domestic frame by CCP on Taiwan’s affairs
from different angles. But none of them studied the portrayed image of Taiwan’s society,
Taiwan’s politics, the Taiwanese public, or other objects in the Chinese media. It will

certainly be a great contribution to the study of Cross-Strait relations and CCP’s Taiwan
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policy by finding out the frames in Taiwan-related reports in China. However, this task is too
ambitious for this paper. Instead, this paper provide only a limited answer to this question by
examining the image of the two major political parties in Taiwan, Kuomindang (KMT) and

DPP, in Chinese media reports.

Particularly, this paper attempt to find out what the images of KMT and DPP are in Chinese
media reports and how their image is portrayed. To answer the question, I will use
quantitative and qualitative methods to analyse the agenda setting and frames in the People’s
Daily news reports that related to KMT and DPP from 2002 to 2016. Through my research
into 129 KMT-related articles and 69 DPP-related articles, | found out that KMT is generally
portrayed as a positive actor for its effort in Cross-Strait exchanges and in respect to the 1992
Consensus, rather than achieving outstanding domestic governance in Taiwan. On the other
side, DPP is overwhelmingly negatively portrayed in the reports; its pro-independent policy
and poor governance in Taiwan hurt both Taiwan society and Cross-Strait relations, which

highly disgusted the Taiwanese public.

This paper will start by reviewing the history and scholars’ studies on Cross-Strait relations,
focusing on the turnovers between the two sides and the general situation changes in different
periods. Then, this paper will stress the missed angle to study CCP’s Taiwan policy by
understanding the relation between Chinese media control and government foreign policy.
After reviewing other scholars’ studies on CCP’s frame on the Taiwan issue, as well as
agenda-setting theory and framing theory, the design of the methodology will be described in
detail. The data will be analysed by SPSS tests and then applied to further illustrations on the
images of DPP and KMT. Finally, the conclusion will draw on the relation between the
images of KMT and DPP in media reports and CCP’s Taiwan policy, and give some
suggestions for further research concerning the recent circumstances between PRC and

Taiwan.

2 Cross-Strait Relations

To understand the complexity of the Taiwan issue, it is necessary to review its history. This

section will introduce the basic timeline and major issues of Cross-Strait relations from 1949

4
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to 2016 by reviewing scholars’ studies on Cross-Strait relations. The following four periods

of Cross-Strait relations history are divided based on the turnovers of Cross-Strait relations.

2.1 The Complex Taiwan Strait

2.1.1 Taiwan Before 1949 and the Rival Period from 1949 to 1979

Taiwan, in its history as an isolated island in the Pacific Ocean, had been ruled by different
sovereignties, such as the Spanish Empire, Dutch Empire, Ming dynasty, the Kingdom of
Tungning, the Qing dynasty, and the Empire of Japan (Wills, 2015:84-106). These
remarkable discontinuities in Taiwan’s history somehow planted the root of the Taiwan issue
(Charney and Prescott, 2000:453-458). The colonialism rule of the Empire of Japan in
Taiwan ended in 1945 when Japan surrendered its loss in WWII, followed by the Republic of
China (ROC) claiming its sovereignty over Taiwan, which then became internationally
legalized when the Treaty of San Francisco took effect in 1952 (Charney and Prescott,
2000:457-458). In the meantime, the Chinese Civil War between Kuomintang (KMT) and the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) ended in KMT retreating to Taiwan and the establishment
of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) by CCP in Beijing in 1949 (Charney and Prescott,
2000:458-473). After that, the tension of military confrontation between ROC in Taiwan and
PRC in mainland China lasted for the next three decades, during which time the Taiwan Strait
Crisis and several military conflicts occurred (Tsang, 1993:57-79). At that time, the Taiwan
issue was mainly the prolonged Chinese Civil War between CCP and KMT in the context of
the Cold War (Tsang, 1993).

2.1.2 Ice melting period: 1979 to 1996

The fifth “Message to Compatriots in Taiwan” was released by the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress on December 26, 1978, which marks the transition of PRC’s
Taiwan policy from military stalemate to primarily pursuing peaceful unification by building
deeper communication and opening the ‘Three Linkages’ across the Taiwan Strait The
policy’s blueprint was to open up postal, transportation and trade links (“Three Linkages™ or
“Three Links”) between mainland China and Taiwan, with the goal of ultimately unifying

mainland China and Taiwan (Romberg, 2007:3).
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In response to PRC’s attempts to have direct contact with ROC by adopting the ‘Three
Links”, Taiwan established its “Three-Noes” policy in 1979, namely, “no contact, no
compromise, and no negotiation” with the PRC government (Sutter, 2002:524). However, the
policy was accidently broken because of the hijacking accident of a China Airlines cargo
plane in 1986, which forced ROC to have negotiation with PRC (Sutter, 2002). Later, with
the authorization from the ROC government to the Red Cross to issue permits allowing
people from Taiwan to travel to the Chinese mainland for family reunions in 1987 makes the
“Three-Noes” policy exist only in name (Sutter, 2002).

Followed by the establishment of the Strait Exchange Foundation (SEF) by the ROC
government to deal with the mainland affairs, the Association for Relations Across the
Taiwan Straits (ARATS) was settled by PRC in 1991 to negotiate issues with ROC (Sheng,
2002: 14). PRC and ROC then started to engage with each other on a semi-official basis
without compromising their respective sovereignty (Sheng, 2002: 15). Notably, the 1992
Consensus was reached by statesmen Koo Chen-fu and Wang Daohan under which both sides
agreed to deliberate ambiguity on questions of sovereignty, for purpose of engaging in
operational problems affecting both sides (Sheng, 2002: 15). The 1992 Consensus then came
to be the cornerstone for Cross-Strait relations and the One-China principle: both Taiwan and

mainland China are inalienable parts of a single "China"(Sheng, 2002:15).

2.1.3 Tension return: 1996 to 2008

Prior to the 1990s, ROC had been an authoritarian regime ruled by KMT and committed to
the eventual unification with China, which is coherent with the One-China policy. However,
having experienced the democratic reformation during the 1990s, the general public in
Taiwan with arising sense of Taiwanese identity, began to influence the future of Taiwan
(Bush, 2008:91). As a result, the ROC government led by Lee Tung-hui gradually abolished
its traditional commitment to the One-China Principle and towards a separate political
identity for Taiwan in the late 1990s (Bush, 2008:91). Whereas, this outrageous transition
was not tolerated by Jiang Zemin. As a result, a number of military exercises were taken by
PRC in Taiwan Strait during the 1996 ROC election period for warning the pro-independence
political powers in Taiwan, which is known as the Third Taiwan Strait Crisis (He and Feng,
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2009:502). By 1998, semi-official talks were totally broken down between the two sides,
together with the following Fourth Taiwan Strait Crisis in 1999 (He and Feng, 2009).

The successive Taiwan president after Lee was Chen Shui-bian, who favoured Taiwan
independence and made several attempts to pursue such a goal, which made the Cross-Strait
relations on politics endangered for nearly entire period in office. Initially, even though there
is a divergence between political parties in Taiwan, resulting from their vote-maximizing
strategy under a democratic institution, the convergent pattern existed in their mainland
policies (Wu, 1999:566). For instance, DPP was toning down its independence tradition and
emphasizing an economic development in 1999 for attracting the swing voters (Wu, 1999:
567-573). Furthermore, in his first two years of governance, Chen replaced Lee’s ‘no haste,
go slow’ policy with ‘active opening, effective management’ as his Cross-Strait policy to

allow more economic exchange between the two sides (Green, 2016: 135-136).

However, worrying about decreasing popularity due to a prolonged economic deterioration,
the DPP eventually turned to secure public support by adopting a more tough and populist
Taiwan nationalist position (Green, 2016:136). To counter DPP’s separatist activities, the
Anti-Secession Law was passed by the National People's Congress of PRC in 2005,
legalizing "non-peaceful means" as an alternative in case of a formal declaration of de jure

independence by Chen administration (Romberg, 2007:6).

2.1.4 Harmony on the tide: 2008 to 2016

The changing point was Ma Ying-jeou’s win in the 2008 Taiwan presidential election on 22
March, and he took office on 20 May 2008. The dialogue through SEF and ARATS reopened
on 12 June (Green, 2016:137). In 2008, on the basis of the 1992 Consensus, the first meeting
between the leaders of CCP and KMT was held in Beijing, which marked the re-
normalization of semi-official communication (Green, 2016:137). The following progressions
are the full restoration of the Three Linkages, which officially commenced on 15 December
2008, with inaugural direct shipping, direct flights, and direct mail (Green, 2016:137). The
increased connection can mainly be seen from economic ties. The most remarkable moment

was the meeting between the president of PRC, Xi Jinping, and Ma in 2015, which is the first
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ever meeting between the Cross-Strait government leaders since the end of the Chinese Civil
War in 1949 (BBC, 2015).

It is generally believed by scholars that the economic connection between PRC and Taiwan is
highly significant in contemporary Cross-Strait relations. Reilly (2012: 122) has illustrated
multiple cases in his study about how the Chinese government takes its given economic
influence to enhance its power in international relations by using unilateral sanctions. The
economy of Taiwan is now highly dependent on PRC under the Economic Cooperation
Framework Agreement (ECFA) (Lin, 2016: 220). It is pointed out by Lin (2016: 220) that
DPP is now facing a dilemma under the pressures from fixing Taiwan’s languishing economy

and the popularity of Taiwan’s autonomy.

2.2 What is missing in the study of Cross-Strait Relations?

Certainly, the complicated Cross-Strait relations and CCP’s Taiwan Policy has attracted
attentions from scholars. The studies comprehensively covered the Cross-Strait relations from
different perspectives, such as historical evolvement (Wills, 2015), international law
(Charney and Prescott, 2000), PRC official documents and policy changes (Romberg, 2007),
Taiwan’s domestic politics and democratic elections (Tsang, 1993; Wu, 1999; Bush, 2008;
Sheng, 2002), Taiwan Strait Crisis (He and Feng, 2009), business dynamism and other
across-strait exchanges (Sutter, 2002; Green, 2016; Lin S., 2016). However, rarely have
scholars noticed that the special media condition under authoritarian rule of CCP might be
able to provide another angle with which to study the Cross-Strait relations and CCP’s

Taiwan policy.

3 Media Control serving Foreign Policy

The media control adopted by CCP to ensure its governance legitimacy has been widely
recognized. A conventional wisdom is that the legitimacy of an authoritarian regime itself is
weak, because its ruling is not generated from democratic elections (Beetham, 1991:16-19).
However, several surveys reflect a roughly 70% support rate for CCP from the Chinese
public from the 1990s to 2008, and it did not experience any noticeable fluctuation (Kennedy,

2009:517). It is generally believed by scholars that the ruling legitimacy of CCP is no longer
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established on a moral level, but is sourced from nationalism and government performance
(Chen, 1997; Zhu, 2011; Callahan, 2015; Schubert, 2008). As pointed out by Downs and
Saunders (1998:118), nationalism could be used by authoritarian regimes to divert attention
from the state’s inability to meet societal demands for security and effective international
tensions. Xu and Yang (2005, 41-45) illustrate that, under the threat of “globalized identity”,
China stresses the national interest, independence, and sovereignty security to counter-argue.
Particularly, CCP was deemed by Downs and Saunders (1998:122) as seeking to shore up its
nationalistic credentials through propaganda targets to the domestic audience, in order to

consolidate its legitimacy.

However, a backlash can originate from the public’s over-patriotism. By reviewing the
domestic public criticism to CCP’s failure in defending China’s territory in the 1990 and
1996 Diaoyu Island crises, Downs and Saunders (1998: 126) figured out that the promoted
nationalism and anti-Japanese sentiment had pressurised the Chinese government into making
a strong response to deal with the conflicts. However, although there are still scholars who
argue against the view that the decision made on the foreign policy by CCP was influenced
by public opinion, the pressure for foreign policy decision making to be influenced by public
opinion cannot be denied. Wang and Wang (2014:216) argue that the Chinese media are
currently enjoying more freedom in providing more pluralistic information. Therefore, they
can shape the agenda for foreign policy makers, narrow down the policy options, change the
pace of policy making, or even potentially influence the final decision (Wang & Wang.,
2014).

Nevertheless, on the other side, CCP has not yet halted its endeavour to shape domestic
public opinion by using media control skills, regardless of Chinese media marketization.
Since the late 1970s, most authoritarian regimes have opened their media markets, which has
also happened in China (Stockmann, 2013). But, most of the media is still under strict control
by the Central Propaganda Department under the CCP Central Committee (Stockmann,
2013). Kennedy (2009: 517) adopted the exposure-acceptance model to explain the
overwhelmingly high public support for the central government in China, by which he
confirmed the significant role of media propaganda. Chan (2002:48) put forward that the

media policy of CCP has gradually changed from propaganda to mainly agenda-setting
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(yulun-daoxiang) since the late 1990s. By changing its primary tool, the new media policy
compromised with the people’s new demands, allowing people to express dissatisfaction and
critique local governments, without reducing the credibility of the central government and
CCP itself (Chan, 2002).

Wanta, Golan, and Lee (2004) tested the media coverage of 26 nations and public views on
the US’s vital interests in nations, as well as media coverage of 21 nations and public feelings
toward these countries. As a result, although not all nations correlated perfectly, the general
result of the civilian impression of 26 nations proved that positive news has a positive
correlation to the audiences’ view of a nation’s image (Wanta, Golan, and Lee, 2004:374).
Thus, the media coverage of countries may have an effect on the public’s attitude to those
countries and, further, make a difference to an individual’s perception of international
relations. The Chinese government is believed to be using media reports to frame the public’s
perspective about foreign issues. During China’s signing onto WTO as an official member,
CCP used the ‘silence’ strategy to reduce the possible public opposition to WTO entry (Zhao,
2008). Precisely, the official and target newspapers contained no information about the
content of the deal (Zhao, 2008:35). Besides, not a single article referred to the two-sided
influences of the WTO entry on domestic workers and farmers, including Farmers’ Daily and
Workers’ Daily (Zhao, 2008:38). Another fact to be noticed is that the Seattle protests, which
reveal negative influences of WTO, have been either ignored or marginalized in the Chinese
newspapers (Zhao, 2008:51). In addition to the WTO entry case, another study made by
Wang (2003) demonstrated that the Chinese government has been framing its own image in
international news to increase public support by claiming its achievements and magnifying its

importance to international affairs.

Although it is hard to know the actual effect on public opinion by media propaganda, the
attempt by CCP to use its media control to focus and frame international news for the public
is wildly recognized (Shirk, 2011). Therefore, discovering how CCP will use its media
propaganda tool to encapsulate Taiwan is an interesting topic that might be relevant to its

Taiwan policy and Cross-Strait relations.

10
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4  The “Taiwan Issue” - What CCP want the Chinese public

know

The Taiwan issue has been framed by PRC as the core issue to China’s territory and
sovereignty, which is one of the highest “national interests” (Lin G. , 2016). Noticeably,
unification of Taiwan has been repeatly claimed as the historical mission for PRC and an
important component for the great rejuvenation of China by CCP leaders (Li C. , 2014).
Hence, Taiwan is considered by CCP to be an isolated province from mainland China, and is
taken by civilians as a core interest to all Chinese people (Lin S., 2016:223). Failing to

reunify with Taiwan could cause serious damage to CCP’s legitimacy (Lin S. , 2016:223).

He and Feng (2009:517-518) argue that the Taiwan Strait crisis took place during 1995-96
and 1999-2000 when Chinese leaders faced both domestic instability and international
insecurity. Admitted by a think-tank expert in China, all of the information relating to
Taiwan’s affairs for the public on official or popular press, including the internet, come
through Chinese government lenses (Shirk, 2011:61). Chinese audiences are restricted from
directly assessing the Taiwanese people’s own perspectives on Taiwanese society and politics
(Brady, 2015:800). For instance, no more than five Taiwanese films could be shown in China
each year, and no more than ten Taiwanese television programmes per year could be
broadcasted (Brady, 2015:801). The reason behind these might be the confirmed increasing
pressure from nationalist public opinion by Chinese officials (Shirk, 2011:57).

Therefore, some scholars turned their focus on CCP’s framing of Taiwan’s affairs. Li (2014)
analysed the public messages about Taiwan by the CCP’s leaders from 2003 to 2013 and how
they related to their Taiwan policy. In detail, the messages repeatedly stress the 1992
Consensus and One-China principle to oppose Taiwan’s separatist forces (Li, 2014:81-82).
Besides, the sincere goodwill and efforts of mainland China to solve the conflicts and achieve
ultimate reunification has been emphasized (Li, 2014:82). Although the frequency and
rhetoric of these reinforced core principles by the regime might vary in different messages,
well-established patterns in the messages can still be identified (Li, 2014).

11
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Furthermore, some scholars are also paying particularly close attention to media reports. Han
(2007) employed a framing analysis of online news in China by comparing how mainstram
websites in China framed the 2004 presidential election in Taiwan. The frames introduced in
his study were confluict, game, ideology, and military consequences (Han, 2007). By finding
out the parallel pattern of siginificance for the same frame, Han (ibid: 54) believes that the
Chinese government played a crucial role in setting frames in traditional media, even on the
internet. Precisely, the online news reports focus more on political parties’ conflicts in

Taiwan and the election result and its potential effect on Cross-Strait relations (Han, ibid: 54).

Brady (2015) used framing theory to understand CCP’s information control on Taiwanese
affairs and the system of Beijing’s propaganda organizations. Brady (2015:787) illustrates
that the censorship and propaganda strategy of the CCP are designed to mould both global
and domestic public opinion on Taiwan issues. In the domestic media reports, the
requirements for the correct frame when talking about Taiwan was officially published as a
policy document in 2002 by the Taiwan Affairs Office: “Suggestions on the Correct
Terminology for Taiwan-related Propaganda” (Central Taiwan Affairs Office, 2002) (Brady,
ibid: 794). The 29 rules were designed precisely to guide the media on the rhetoric and
terminology chosen in their reports for moulding public discourse when relating to Taiwanese
affairs. In addition to the “Suggestions”, the Central Propaganda Department would issue
specific instructions to the public media when controversial situations occur in Taiwan
(Brady, ibid:798).

However, these studies relating to the Chinese government’s frame for Taiwanese affairs
mainly focus on the government’s message and documents, or a specific period of time that is
highly related to certain political issues; namely, elections. Barely have studies be done to
examine the image of Taiwan-related objects in Chinese media reports, such as the
Taiwanese public, Taiwanese society, Taiwan’s economy, Taiwan’s political parties, and so
on. Restricted by limited resources and time, what | am going to do in this paper is to find out
the portrayed image of KMT and DPP in the Chinese media by introducing Agenda-Setting
theory and Framing theory. In spite of the multi-party democracy system in Taiwan, KMT
and DPP, as the two dominant parties, are showing a tendency of a rotating shift in holding

the seat of Taiwan’s president. To understand what kind of images CCP attempts to portray

12
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them as to the China domestic public might make a constructive contribution to

understanding Cross-Strait relations and PRC’s Taiwan policy.

5 Agenda-Setting and Framing Theoretical Review

The importance of the media has been figured out by evolving the ideology of
constructionism. Agenda-Setting theory and Framing theory are the most convenient two for

studying mass communication.

Agenda-Setting theory mainly focuses on how the media influence the topics of public
agenda. Lippmann (1922) originally came up with the ideology of a “pseudo environment”:
the majority of people recognize the external world by public media, and the media can report
in a conscious way to build public opinion on a certain issue, which will influence their
behaviour in the real environment. Norton Long (1958), in his ‘The Local Community as an
Ecology of Games’, says that newspapers can have an effect on an individual’s focus and
attention to certain issues, which, along with the spill-over effect in the social community,
can determine public agenda. These developments on agenda-setting gradually influenced the
study on government and policy as well. Cohen (1963) argues that the government may not
be successful much of the time in telling people what to think, but it is successful in telling
them what to think about. In 1968, McCombs and Shaw (1972) tested and researched the
news reports about the US presidential election and public opinion transformation during the
election campaign. As a result, they found that more news reports in the media about a certain
event will make the public place more importance on the event and treat it with extra
consideration (McCombs and Shaw, 1972). This is normally taken as first-level agenda
setting. Further, the idea that media influences how people think can also be tested and
proved as second-level agenda setting. For example, McComb et al. (1997) found that the
substantive and effective descriptions of the media during the 1996 Spanish general election
had a positive correlation with the election result. Therefore, the media can tell people what

to think about, and even probably how to think.

Similarly, framing theory is also rooted in social constructionism. Goffman (1974) considers

a frame to be a set of concepts that organize experiences and guide the actions of individuals,

13
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groups, even societies. In other words, an objective fact can be understood differently
according to the frame that an individual holds. Gitlin (1980) studied the correlation between
the left-wing movement and media reports, and argues: ‘Ruling class’s domination of
subordinate classes and groups through the elaboration and penetration of ideology into their
common sense and everyday practice’ (Gitlin, 1980:253). Relating to public agenda, Kinder
and Sanders (1990) combined sociology and psychology definitions on framing; considering
framing to be an inside construction of an individual mind can also serve as an agenda to set a
topic for the public. Gamson and Modigliani (1987) define media framing as a designed story
line to describe the meaning of a certain issue to the target audience. Therefore, the
audience’s opinion about a certain issue is mainly determined by the framing that was served
by the media in advance once they receive the message. A recent debate about agenda-setting
theory and framing theory is whether they are connected to each other or are independent
from each other. Framing theory is, in many ways, tied very closely to agenda-setting theory
since both of them focus on how the media set the agenda for individuals. Although framing
theory takes this a step further, as the way in which the news is presented creates a frame for
that information, the idea might have common ground with second-level agenda-setting.

Normally, mass communication research concerns the three types of agenda settings: public,
media, and policy, which interact with each other (Dearing and Mrogers, 1988). Considering
the special condition of the Chinese authoritarian regime and its control on the media and
public agenda, the interaction between the government agenda and public agenda barely exist
(Chan, 2007). As mentioned above, the media could serve as the major actor in sending
messages from the government to the public. In this paper, | combine agenda-setting theory
and framing theory together to study what image of DPP and KMT is portrayed in the news

reports.

6 Methodology

This study will be based on the reports that relate to KMT and DPP in the People’s Daily
from 2002 to 2016. The e-editions of the news reports as the resource will be collected and

downloaded from CNKI, which will further be screened and sampled into two smaller sample
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bases for KMT and DPP. The major variable | am going to code for in the news reports in the

sample is its year of publication, “Portrayed Image of the Party”, and “Topic of the Article”.

In the following research, | will use the quantitative method to analyse the agenda-setting by
the People’s Daily when reporting about KMT and DPP. In particular, I will test the reports’
change in quantity over the years, the general portrayed image of KMT and DPP and its
consistency during different periods, the relation between the portrayed image, and the topics
of news reports. After looking through the agenda-setting on different parties’ images by
SPSS test results, | will then turn to look deeply at the quantitative test results by figuring out
the framing used by the People’s Daily to picture the image of DPP and KMT with the
qualitative method in the discussion section. Noticeably, this study will analyse the media
reports’ agenda and frame itself, rather than discovering the specific influence of them on the

public opinion.

6.1 Newspaper choice

According to the circulation of newspapers in China, the top 10 Chinese newspapers are:
Reference News, the People's Daily, Guangzhou Daily, Nanfang Daily, Yangtse Evening
Post, Qianjiang Evening News, Qilu Evening News, Information Times, Metro Express, and
Global Times (World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers, 2014). Despite the
commercialization of the Chinese media since the economic reforms at the end of the 1970s,
the People’s Daily still serves as the mouthpiece of the CCP and propagates policies to the
public (Stockmann, 2013:71). As a national newspaper, and also the most prominent and
authoritative official news source, the People’s Daily is accepted generally as the voice of the
CCP (Li, Qin, and Kluver, 2003). While the People’s Daily is no longer the most popular
newspaper with the Chinese public, it can provide a reliable source and demonstrate what and
how CCP want the media to report on the major political parties in Taiwan to domestic
citizens. Hence, it is the one with the most credibility to study in order to learn about CCP’s

Taiwan Policy.
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6.2 Time period choosing

In order to study whether there are changes because of government transactions, the time
period covered in this research is from 15 November 2002 to 19 May 2016. The reason for
such time framing is because this basically covers the PRC government under the Former-
President Hu Jintao from 15 November 2002 to 14 November 2012 and President Xi Jinping
from 15 November 2012 to 19 May 2016. On the other side, this time period can also be
divided into two periods of Taiwan’s administration that were under Chen Shuibian (DPP)
from 15 November 2002 to 19 May 2008 and Ma Ing-jeou (KMT) from 20 May 2009 to 19
May 2016. This time period choice can help us to understand the consistency of CCP’s

propaganda about the two parties along with the leadership changes on both sides.

6.3 Data Collection, Screening, and Sampling

The China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)?! is a national information construction
project, and supported by the PRC Ministry of Education, PRC Ministry of Science and other
major PRC government departments (CNKI, 2017). CNKI.Net is the largest electronic
academic bibliographical database in China, which also covers all of the mainstream
newspaper reports that have been published since 2000 (CNKI, 2017). In 2008, CNKI signed
a cooperation contract with Springer Science+ Business Media to share documents and
databases (Springer, 2008).

By searching the news reports by the People’s Daily that mentioned both “Taiwan” and
“KMT” in CNKI, I accumulated 710 news reports (Appendix 4). Using the same method, the
reports that mentioned both “Taiwan” and “DPP” accounted for 276 articles (Appendix 3).
This database was directly collected by the search engine, yet it is not a proper one for this
study; some of the reports do not talk about contemporary Taiwanese affairs. For the sample

! Originally, | wanted to get resources from http://www.cnki.net/. However, during my research period, the
database had a few systematic problems. Firstly, the news reports in the People’s Daily from 2010 were mostly
missing. Secondly, searching newspaper articles with the keyword “DPP” (I3 %) is not allowed, since it has
been settled as a sensitive word by the CNKI website. Confirmed by the CNKI contactor team, CNKI.Taiwan

has the same database without the previously mentioned two systematic problems. Thus, the resources are
directly received from CNKI.Taiwan instead of CNKI.com.
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reports of DPP, because it became a newly established Taiwan political party after the WWII,
there are no news reports that need to be picked out from that database. However, a great
number of reports in the KMT sample base should not be included in this study. Firstly,
instead of KMT, the reports that solely mention the Revolutionary Committee of the Chinese
Kuomintang ( 3% i 2% 71 42%), a mainland Chinese democratic party, could not
screened out by the CNKI searching system because of the homonym problem with KMT.
Secondly, some of the reports are mainly a review of WWII history and the Chinese Civil
War. These reports do not directly influence the public image of KMT nowadays.
Specifically, the People’s Daily tends to use the terminology “Kuomintang Reactionaries”
(E R 5% s 3h9k) to make a difference when referring to KMT before 1949, and using simply
“KMT” in articles reporting contemporary Taiwan affairs. Thirdly, the news mentioned other
countries’ political parties, such as the Macedonia National Party (-2 i [F [ 5%), whose
name translated into Chinese shares the same abbreviation as KMT, and should be screened
out. In total, without those 195 reports that are irrelevant to our study, the remaining 515

reports construct the KMT database (Appendix 4).

Because of the highly restricted time limit for doing the research, the databases then had to be
systematically sampled into a smaller one. Firstly, all of the reports in the two databases were
listed by their publication date. Then, I introduced a random number to code them and disturb
the sequence of the reports. After repeating the random sequence five times, | coded all of the
reports as Numbers 1 to 4. Starting from the first in the sequence, | arranged every fourth
report into the final database for analyses. By doing so, the examined samples for this paper
were 129 news reports referring to KMT and 69 news reports relating to DPP from 2002 to
2016 (Appendix 1)(Appendix 2).

6.4 Coding Rules

The first variable is the “Portrayed Image of the Party” in the article, which can basically be
coded as positive/neutral/negative based on the rhetoric when talking about the parties
directly. For instance, negative news about a party should involve certain absolute negative
rhetoric or words to describe their behavior, such as “Trick” (11, “Smear others” (£ £),

or blaming certain issues or problems on them. The news reports will be coded as positive if
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it confirmed the positive contribution made by a certain party or its members to society or
Cross-Strait relations. Noticeably, if a certain person is mentioned without referring to his
party background, it is then not taken as an image framing that party. For example, the
official claims that mentioned DPP’s independence tendency without any further censure
would be coded as neutral rather than negative (Appendix 1:11). Besides, if an article
mentioned that DPP is unpopular with the Taiwanese public but also mentioned the positive

side of DPP, it would be classified as neutral (Appendix 1:27).

Although terminologies like “Pan-Blue” and “Pan-Green” usually related to KMT or DPP as
well, it is not a focus in this study because it is referring to other political parties in Taiwan.
Besides, the “Taiwan administration” (374 2 J5)), as the term used by the People’s Daily to
refer to Taiwan’s government, also does not apply to our study. This is because the Taiwan
administration mainly being referred to is from 2000 to 2008, under the Chen Shui-bian
ruling, and it barely mentions Ma’s presidential period. Therefore, this study only focuses on

the descriptions and pictures of KMT and DPP when they are directly quoted.

The other variable is the “Topic of the Article”, which means the major topic in the article
that relates to the portrayed party. The PRC official declaration by the Taiwan Affairs Office
(TAO) or other official leaders are coded as “PRC Oftficial Message”, as it is more a kind of
official declaration rather than a media report. “Taiwan Politics” and “Taiwan Society” are
divided based on whether the story is purely about political activity or a ruling problem. The
elections, demonstrations, and other political activities are classified as “Taiwan Politics”; the
social or economic problems or conditions that relate to a certain party’s behavior are the
components of “Taiwan Society”. The exchanges between Taiwan and China, like the Three
Linkages, Cross-Strait forums and exchange activities, bilateral visits, and meetings of
political leaders, belong to “Cross-Strait Exchange”. If an article talked about more than one

topic, it will only be coded by the main topic of the part that mentioned the party directly.

6.5 The questions

This paper will attempt to answer the following questions:

1. How has the media exposure of DPP and KMT changed over the years?
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2. What is the general portrayed image of DPP and KMT from 2002 to 20167
3. Are DPP and KMT’s images highly consistent, even with the transitions of leadership
in mainland China and Taiwan?

4. How are the images of the parties portrayed under different topics?

6.6 Limitations

The major problem with this study is the limited number of news reports. This might
influence the test results of correlation significance. Thus, although most of the relations
might not be proved, its existing possibility could be proved by further studies with a bigger
sample base. The other issue that needs to be noted is that all of the coding was made by
myself without being validated by others, which might generate a bias on coding and
classification accounting because of my personal feelings towards the diction in the article.

This research has only analysed one newspaper, and has not covered any other newspaper.
Newspapers such as HaixiaDaoBao and Tuanjie Bao are more Taiwan focused, which might
have brought more material to analyse. Besides, because the resources were download
directly from CNKI, without reading the printed newspaper, it missed the opportunity to
evaluate the component layout of the article on its page and combined pictures, which can
supply more information for further studies. A relatively important message would be put in
the middle or at the head of the page, and, also, the combined picture is highly related to the

image of the parties in the news.

7 Results and Analysis

7.1 Overview of the reports

To overview the news reports in the publication years, | made a simple variable univariate
frequencies test for DPP-related reports and KMT-related reports. In Table 1 and Table 2, it
turns out that the distribution frequency of the sample reports of DPP and KMT in the chosen
years is not quite even. Although the total number of news reports that mentioned KMT is
around two times those that mentioned DPP, they share a common trend of changes over the

years. From the view of the histograms and general curves in Graph 1 and Graph 2, both
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parties’ news reports had increased since 2002 and hit a peak around 2006 to 2007, and then

it experienced a decreasing tendency with fluctuation. In other words, the exposure of both

parties has decreased a lot since around 2006. However, a slightly increasing tendency from

2014 to 2016 needs to be noticed. Particularly, the reports that we collected in this study were

only until 19 May 2016, and are not all of the reports for the whole year.

Table 1: Year of the News Reports Publication (KMT-related)

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent

Valid 2002 1 .8 .8 .8
2003 3 2.3 2.3 31
2004 7 5.4 54 8.5
2005 27 20.9 20.9 29.5
2006 27 20.9 20.9 50.4
2007 19 14.7 14.7 65.1
2008 5 3.9 3.9 69.0
2009 8 6.2 6.2 75.2
2010 10 7.8 7.8 82.9
2011 4 31 3.1 86.0
2012 8 6.2 6.2 92.2
2013 2 1.6 1.6 93.8
2014 3 2.3 2.3 96.1
2015 5 3.9 3.9 100.0
Total 129 100.0 100.0

Table 2: Year of the News Reports Publication (DPP-related)

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid 2003 6 8.7 8.7 8.7
2004 2 2.9 29 11.6
2005 16 23.2 23.2 34.8
2006 14 20.3 20.3 55.1
2007 11 15.9 15.9 71.0
2008 4 5.8 5.8 76.8
2009 3 4.3 4.3 81.2
2010 2 2.9 2.9 84.1
2012 3 4.3 4.3 88.4
2014 2 2.9 2.9 91.3
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Frequency of KMT-related Reports

2015 3 4.3 4.3 95.7
2016 3 4.3 4.3 100.0
Total 69 100.0 100.0
Graph 1
Histogram
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7.2 Image of DPP and KMT

The following Table 3 shows the result of the crosstab test for ““The Major Party as a
Character in the News” and “Portrayed Image in the News” from 2002 to 2016. The result
shows that the images of DPP and KMT are actually counter to each other. Both of them
received a neutral image in around 25% of the reports that related to them. Overwhelmingly,
KMT shows an overall good image, with 65.2% positive versus the general negative image
(65.9%) of DDP. Looking at the Chi-Square Test, the statistical significance is not just
demonstrated, but with p=0, which means that there are no exceptions in any of the sampled
news reports. In other words, KMT is acting as a positive party and DDP is painted as an

absolutely negative actor in Taiwan-related news in the People’s Daily.

Table 3: The Major Party as Character in the News * Portrayed Image in the News
Crosstabulation

Portrayed Image in the News Total
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Negative | Neutral | Positive

The Major Party as DPP Count 45 18 6 69

Character in the News % within The Major Party
) 65.2% 26.1% 8.7% | 100.0%
as Character in the News

% within Portrayed Image
) 83.3% 34.0% 6.6% | 34.8%
in the News

KMT Count 9 35 85 129

% within The Major Party
] 7.0% 27.1% 65.9% | 100.0%
as Character in the News

% within Portrayed Image
] 16.7%| 66.0%| 93.4%| 65.2%
in the News

Total Count 54 53 91 198

% within The Major Party
] 27.3% 26.8% 46.0% | 100.0%
as Character in the News

% within Portrayed Image
100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%

in the News
Chi-Square Tests for Table 3
Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value df sided)

Pearson Chi-Square 87.9282 2 .000
Likelihood Ratio 95.207 2 .000
Linear-by-Linear Association 85.463 1 .000
N of Valid Cases 198

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is 18.47.

7.3 Changes of image with leadership change

Having reached a basic view of the images of DPP and KMT in the previous test, the next
question that needs to be answered is whether the image of the two parties changed because
of the government transitions in Taiwan or PRC. | made crosstab analyses for “Portrayed
Image of DPP” with “Taiwan Ruling Party” and “PRC Leadership”. The changes of
leaderships are put as an independent variable and the Portrayed Image of KMT is put into
the column of dependent variable. The following Table 4 shows that DPP got fewer negative
reports under Xi’s administration with only 37.5% of negative reports, which is roughly half
of that during Hu-Wen’s administration. Besides, the neutral reports doubled in percentage
during Xi’s administration. But, since there are only eight reports relating to DPP in Xi’s

presidential period, it is quite easy to generate a result with a bias because it is such a small
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sample. This doubt can be confirmed by Chi-Square Tests with an Asymp significance value
of 0.202, which is significantly bigger than 0.01. Therefore, it is highly possible that the
result was a coincidence, and the image of DPP in the news is probably not influenced by the
transition of the Chinese leaderships.

Table 4. Crosstab of PRC Leadership * Portrayed Image of DPP in the News

Portrayed Image of DPP in the

News

Negative | Neutral | Positive Total

PRC Hu-Wen Count 42 14 5 61
Leadership administration 94 within PRC Leadership 68.9% | 23.0% 8.2% | 100.0%

% within Portrayed Image
of DPP in the News

93.3% 77.8% 83.3% 88.4%

Xi Administration Count 3 4 1 8
% within PRC Leadership 37.5% 50.0% 12.5% | 100.0%

% within Portrayed Image
of DPP in the News
Total Count 45 18 6 69

6.7% 22.2% 16.7% 11.6%

% within PRC Leadership 65.2% 26.1% 8.7% | 100.0%

% within Portrayed Image
of DPP in the News

100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%

Chi-Square Tests for Table 4

Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 3.2002 2 .202
Likelihood Ratio 2.989 2 224
Linear-by-Linear Association 2.112 1 .146
N of Valid Cases 69

a. 2 cells (33.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is .70.

Turning to look at the test between DPP’s image and Taiwan’s ruling party transition in
Table 5. With decreased negative reports and increased exposure on the neutral and positive
sides, generally the image of DPP turned into a better one after 2008. Whereas, the Chi-
Square Test rejected the assumption with an Asymp. significance value of 0.139. Arguably,
the value is still sufficiently over 0.01; yet it is less than the significance value of 0.202 in the

test between the PRC leadership transition and DPP’s image. Considering that the sample that
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was collected in this study for DPP were only 69 reports, it is reasonable to say that a

correlation between Taiwan’s ruling party transition and DPP’s image in the media might

exist, which has a higher possibility than with the PRC leadership change.

Table 5: Crosstab of Taiwan Ruling Party * Portrayed Image of DPP in the News

a. 3 cells (50.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is 1.48.

Portrayed Image of DPP in the
News
Negative | Neutral | Positive | Total
Taiwan Ruling Party Chen Shuibian Count 37 12 3 52
Administration % within Taiwan Ruling 100.0
71.2% 23.1% 5.8%
Party %
% within Portrayed
Image of DPP in the 82.2% 66.7% 50.0% | 75.4%
News
Ma Ing-jeou Count 8 6 3 17
Administration % within Taiwan Ruling 100.0
47.1%| 35.3% 17.6%
Party %
% within Portrayed
Image of DPP in the 17.8% 33.3% 50.0% | 24.6%
News
Total Count 45 18 6 69
% within Taiwan Ruling 100.0
65.2% 26.1% 8.7%
Party %
% within Portrayed
_ 100.0
Image of DPP in the 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% %
(V)
News
Chi-Square Tests for Table 5
Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 3.9522 2 .139
Likelihood Ratio 3.695 2 .158
Linear-by-Linear Association 3.893 1 .048
N of Valid Cases 69
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On the KMT side, the same approach is adopted to test its image correlation with the

government transitions. There are two facts we need to stress in Table 6. Firstly, KMT was

reported without any negative image. Secondly, it seems that its image turned out to be more

neutral then it was in 2002-2012. Restricted by our limited sample, the possible relation

between KMT’s image and PRC’s leadership change can still be rejected by the Chi-Square

with 0.278 Asymp. significance. However, an exception can be found in this section once we

look at the Crosstab test between KMT’s image and Taiwan’s ruling party transitions in

Table 7. Certainly, KMT received very positive images in the news generally. But, the

positive reports increased from 56.5% of the total reports to 84.1% when they were holding

administrative power. The result of the Chi-Square is impressive as the significance was

proved to be 0.007, which is less than 0.01. Hence, it is certain that KMT’s image changed

because of its return to Taipei office. Besides, this finding can strengthen the previous

assumption that the negative image of DPP was mitigated resulting from its loss of the

president seat.

Table 6: Crosstab of PRC Leadership * Portrayed Image of KMT in the News

Portrayed Image of KMT in the
News
Negative | Neutral | Positive | Total
PRC Leadership Hu-Wen Count 9 30 79 118
administration o5 within PRC Leadership 7.6%| 25.4%| 66.9% | 100.0%
% within Portrayed Image
of KMT in the News 100.0% | 85.7%| 92.9%| 91.5%
Xi Count 0 5 6 11
Administration o4 within PRC Leadership 0.0%| 455%| 54.5%| 100.0%
% within Portrayed Image
of KMT in the News 0.0%| 14.3% 7.1% 8.5%
Total Count 9 35 85 129
% within PRC Leadership 7.0%| 27.1%| 65.9%| 100.0%
% within Portrayed Image
of KMT if the News 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%
Chi-Square Tests for Table 6
Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 2.5622 2 .278
Likelihood Ratio 3.111 2 211
Linear-by-Linear Association .060 1 .807
N of Valid Cases 129
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a. 2 cells (33.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is .77.

Table 7. Crosstab of Taiwan Ruling Party * Portrayed Image of KMT in the News

Portrayed Image of KMT in the

News

Negative | Neutral | Positive Total

Taiwan Chen Shuibian  Count 8 29 48 85
Ruling Party Administration o4 within Taiwan Ruling Party 9.4%| 34.1%| 56.5% | 100.0%

% within Portrayed Image of

KMT in the News

88.9% 82.9% 56.5% | 65.9%

Ma Ing-jeou Count 1 6 37 44
Administration o4 within Taiwan Ruling Party 2.3%| 13.6%| 84.1%| 100.0%
% within Portrayed Image of
KMT in the News
Total Count 9 35 85 129

11.1% 17.1% 43.5% 34.1%

% within Taiwan Ruling Party 7.0% 27.1% 65.9% | 100.0%

% within Portrayed Image of
KMT in the News

100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%

Chi-Square Tests for Table 7

Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 9.9572 2 .007
Likelihood Ratio 10.816 2 .004
Linear-by-Linear Association 9.109 1 .003
N of Valid Cases 129

a. 1 cells (16.7%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is 3.07.

7.4 Image in topics

The following Table 8 is the Crosstab test between “DPP Portrayed Image” and “Topic of the
News”. Basically, the reports related to DPP are almost evenly divided on topics. Roughly,
most of them amount to around 20-30% of the total reports, in which “Taiwan Politics” count
for most with around 35%. Except for the image of “PRC’s official message”, which received
less than 50% of the negative reports, the other three topics relating to DPP basically hold a
60-80% negative rate. The Pearson Chi-Square significance value is 0.189, which means that

there is not a significant difference between DPP’s image among different topics. Hence, the
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negative image of DPP is probably not particularly pictured by one topic but a general

character.
Table 8: Topic of the News * Portrayed Image of DPP in the News
Crosstabulation
Portrayed Image of DPP in the
News
Negative | Neutral | Positive Total
Topic of PRC Count 6 6 2 14
the News Message o within Topic of the
42.9% 42.9% 14.3% | 100.0%
News
% within Portrayed Image
) 13.3% 33.3%| 33.3%| 20.3%
of DPP in the News
Taiwan Count 10 1 1 12
Society 94 within Topic of the
83.3% 8.3% 8.3% | 100.0%
News
% within Portrayed Image
) 22.2% 5.6% 16.7% 17.4%
of DPP in the News
Taiwan Count 17 7 0 24
Politics % within Topic of the
70.8% 29.2% 0.0% | 100.0%
News
% within Portrayed Image
) 37.8% 38.9% 0.0% 34.8%
of DPP in the News
Cross- Count 12 4 3 19
Strait % within Topic of the
63.2% 21.1% 15.8% | 100.0%
Exchange News
% within Portrayed Image
] 26.7% 22.2% 50.0% 27.5%
of DPP in the News
Total Count 45 18 6 69
% within Topic of the
65.2% 26.1% 8.7% | 100.0%
News
% within Portrayed Image
) 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%
of DPP in the News
Chi-Square Tests for Table 8
Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 8.7282 6 .189
Likelihood Ratio 10.904 6 .091
Linear-by-Linear Association 436 1 .509
N of Valid Cases 69
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a. 7 cells (58.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is 1.04.

KMT, on the other side, have different results. The crosstabulation between “KMT portrayed
image” and “Topic of the News” shows a strong correlation in Table 9. Basically, the
proportion of topics in the reports vary widely. The dominant topic is “Cross-Strait
Exchanges”, counting for nearly half of the total reports. The “PRC Message” and “Taiwan
Politics” share approximately 30% and 20%, respectively. Obviously, “Taiwan Society” got
the least attention, with barely six reports out of 129 samples. These findings require more
attention as the positive image of KMT might mainly be constructed by the reports that are
talking about PRC’s official messages and Cross-Strait Exchanges. Noticeably, the
overwhelmingly positive reports about Cross-Strait Exchanges are nearly 90%. On the other
side, KMT appeared to be a neutral actor when it is talking about Taiwan Politics. More
interestingly, although there are only six reports about Taiwan Society, the results are quite
polarized, with no neutral reports. According to the Chi-Square Test, the significant
difference of KMT’s image among topics absolutely exists, with an Asymp. Significance
value at 0, stressing that there is no coincidence with this finding. Therefore, it is necessary to

study KMT’s image difference among topics with qualitative analyses.

Table 9: Topic of the News * Portrayed Image of KMT in the News Crosstabulation

Portrayed Image of KMT in the

News
Negative | Neutral | Positive Total
Topic ofthe PRC Message Count 0 7 18 25
News % within Topic of the News 0.0%| 28.0% 72.0%| 100.0%

% within Portrayed Image of
KMT in the News

0.0% 20.0% 21.2% 19.4%

Taiwan Society Count 3 0 3 6
% within Topic of the News 50.0% 0.0% 50.0% | 100.0%
% within Portrayed Image of
) 33.3% 0.0% 3.5% 4.7%
KMT in the News
Taiwan Politics Count 5 22 12 39
% within Topic of the News 12.8% 56.4% 30.8% | 100.0%

% within Portrayed Image of
KMT in the News

55.6% 62.9% 14.1% 30.2%

Cross-Straits Count 1 6 52 59

Exchange % within Topic of the News 1.7% 10.2% 88.1% | 100.0%
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% within Portrayed Image of
) 11.1% 17.1% 61.2% 45.7%
KMT in the News
Total Count 9 35 85 129
% within Topic of the News 7.0% 27.1% 65.9% | 100.0%
% within Portrayed Image of
] 100.0% | 100.0% 100.0% | 100.0%
KMT in the News
Chi-Square Tests for Table 9
Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 54.2482 6 .000
Likelihood Ratio 49.452 6 .000
Linear-by-Linear Association 2.761 1 .097
N of Valid Cases 129

a. 6 cells (50.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is .42.

8 Discussion

In this section, I will talk more about combining the statistic results with Cross-Strait

relations and PRC’s Taiwan policy.

8.1 What Does the decrease in the news report mean?

It might be taken as a sign that the Taiwan issue nowadays is not as important as it was
because of the highly decreased news reports about DPP and KMT after 2006. However, this
is not the case once we review the Cross-Strait relation history. There are two reasons why
the reports aggressively increased in 2006 and 2007. Hu Jintao made a moderate shift to
Taiwan on resuming negotiations for the “Three Links”, reducing misunderstandings, and
increasing communication in his May 17 Statement in 2004 (Romberg, 2007). This relatively
friendly declaration was followed by an official visit by KMT chairman Lien Chan in 2005
(Romberg, 2007). Ever since, there have been multiple visits made between CCP and
Taiwan’s political parties. Simply in 2005, there are 12 out of 28 news reports in our sample
either with direct propaganda or praising the achievement of these visits between the two
sides (Appendix 2:12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27). The other source for
booming news reports during that period is the pro-independence activities by the Chen

administration, such as the suspension of the National Unification Council and the Taiwanese
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UN membership referendums, which greatly raised the concern from the PRC side. For
instance, there are eight out of 15 reports relating to DPP in 2005 that explicitly refer to these
issues (Appendix 1: 11,12,13,14,15,17,18,19).

The Cross-Strait exchanges did not in fact decrease with the reduced reports. Either from a
semi-official or civil aspect, the interaction between the two sides has greatly advanced, such
as the liberalization and full restoration of the Three Linkages; the establishment of the
Cross-Strait Economic, Trade and Culture Forum; as well as the legitimization of the
Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA) (Green, 2016). Given the increasing
connection between the two sides, decreasing reports is clearly an idiosyncratic phenomenon.
As mentioned above, the general curve in Graph 1 and Graph 2 did not show that there is
actually a slight increase in reports in 2014-2016. By looking at the reports particularly, the
major focus in these years are the Taiwan elections and the concerns about the return of DPP
as the ruling party (Appendix 2: 123, 124, 125, 127; Appendix 1: 62, 63, 66, 67, 68, 69).
Particularly, all of the reports that relate to DPP in 2016 are the official messages sent by
PRC to forcibly persuade DPP to acknowledge the 1992 Consensus and One-China Policy
(Appendix 1: 67, 68, 69). Therefore, the Taiwan issue should still be part of the core strategy
for the PRC.

8.2 DPP in the news

Basically, DPP is portrayed as an absolutely negative party, regardless of the topic the reports
are mainly relating to. Although its image turned out to be more neutral after its loss in the
2008 presidential election, nearly half of the reports still focus on its negative side. Even
though the correlation between DPP’s ‘Portrayed Image’ and ‘Article Topic’ was not proven
in Table 8, I still found five frames by reading these news reports and coded them from 1 to 6
(Appendix 1), with only three out of 69 reports not being classified into these six frames.

Firstly, the first frame is DPP’s poor governance harming Taiwanese society, leading to
popular indignation. There are mainly two approaches. One is to put a major agenda on its
poor governance and report on its corruption issues (Appendix 1: 22, 28, 29, 35, 36, 38, 50)
and abuse of power (Appendix 1: 23, 40), resulting in a divided society full of social
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problems (Appendix 1: 47,48). On the other side are the news reports emphasizing its loss in
various elections to indirectly show how unpopular its governance was (Appendix 1: 1, 27,
49). The second frame articles highly connecting to Taiwan politics do not simply picture
DPP as a party using conspiracies and bribes to strive for votes (Appendix 1: 2, 6, 24, 37, 58,
62), but also a political party with endless internal conflict (Appendix 1: 26, 31). Under the
third frame, DPP is frequently mentioned for its resistance to Cross-Strait exchanges
(Appendix 1: 7,12, 15, 17, 25, 32, 41, 56), which is against the Taiwan public’s willingness
to have interactions with mainland China (Appendix 1: 9, 10, 20, 59, 60).

The fourth frame talks about how DPP pursue de jure Taiwan independence or de-
Sinicization policies, which is resisted by other countries or the international community
(Appendix 1: 21, 33, 44, 51), alarms PRC officials (Appendix 1: 43, 45,46), is resisted by
other parties (Appendix 1: 3, 18), and rejected by the Taiwan public (Appendix 1: 4, 5, 8, 19,
39, 42). Partly, few reports as the fifth frame refer to some members of DPP who are willing
to promote Cross-Strait exchanges (Appendix 1: 30, 34, 52) and suggest positive policies to
Taiwan’s government (Appendix 1: 53, 65). Last but not least, the sixth frame is a message
from CCP to persuade DPP to accept the One-China Principle, with which CCP would like to
negotiate directly (Appendix 1: 57, 61, 67, 68, 69). Noticeably, three of these messages are
concentrated in March of 2016, after DPP’s win of the presidential election. As stressed by
Wang (2001:728), the acceptance of the One-China principle is the precondition for the
resumption of Cross-Strait talks. The PRC leadership had refused to have direct dialogue with
DPP institution officials after the 2000 Taiwanese presidental election for Chen-Shuibian’s
win. Likewise, confirmed by the spokesman of TAQ, the semi-offical connection between
ARATS and SEF has been suspended because of the Tsai administration’s amphibolous
attitude to the One-China Policy (BBC, 2016). Certainly, the major issue between DPP and
CCP is still the Taiwan independence problem.

All in all, DPP in the People’s Daily news is a party with poor governance capability, keen on
power struggles to fight for votes but against the public’s wonder for a Cross-Strait exchange.
Its tendency and actions for Taiwan independence result in great opposition, both
internationally and domestically. But still, it is not a completely intolerable and incurable

party, with some visionary members, and DPP can still make a contribution to both sides of
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the Taiwan Strait as long as they acknowledge the One-China Policy and abandon its pro-

independency policy.

8.3 KMT in the news

Generally, KMT has an overall positive image, especially after it returned as the ruling party
in 2008. However, this positive image of KMT is not generated from its contribution in
Taiwan. Instead, the image is mainly being portrayed by reports about the Cross-Strait
exchange and PRC’s official message stressing the achievement of Cross-Strait relations.
Thus, KMT in the news is presented as a Taiwanese party that has a close relationship with

CCP and attempts to build a bridge for a Cross-Strait exchange.

Following the “Cross-Strait Exchanges” reports, the articles talking about Taiwanese politics
amounted to 30% of all the reports. Different from the overly good image in the previous two
topics, the neutral reports count for more than half in this topic. The image of KMT in this
case is more as a kind of participator in its domestic political activities rather than an
absolutely prominent political party. But still, the positive reports counted for roughly 30%,
which is still significantly more than the 12.8% of negative reports. Noticeably, the negative
reports were all published before the first CCP-KMT leadership meeting in 2005. During that
period, KMT in the news reports is more or less the same as DPP as a party full of internal
problems and keen on a power struggle. Therefore, its return to enforcing Cross-Strait
exchanges and stressing the 1992 Consensus could possibly be the reason for this image
change in the media.

The 12 positive reports under the “Taiwan Politics” topic were mainly published before the
Ma administration period. There were 10 of them that were published during 2005 to 2007, in
which KMT are taken as a direct opponent to Chen Shui-Bian’s administration’s pro-
independence activities or corruption issues. The remaining two reports were separately
published in 2010 and 2015. The one that was published in 2015 has a kind of similar story to
the ones published before 2008. It points out that, although KMT lost the election, it is still

better than DPP for its commitment to the 1992 Consensus and its contribution to enhancing
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Cross-Strait exchanges. Generally, KMT is not an absolute outstanding party in Taiwan, but a

relatively better alternative than DPP.

Looking at the reports about ‘Taiwan Society’, there are barely any reports about KMT’s
domestic governance achievement or failure in its administration period from 2008 to 2016.
Moreover, the only report talking about its governance in Taiwan is negative and framing its
poor ruling (Appendix 2: 117). It seems that the People’s Daily is not willing to give too
much credit to KMT, apart from its efforts on the Cross-Strait exchange. Additionally, the
democratic election is portrayed as a game in order to pursue votes with political jugglery and
violence (Appendix 1: 6, 24, 58; Appendix 2: 127), which ignored the real demand of public
(Appendix 1: 37; Appendix 2: 85, 124). Although Romberg (2007:12) asserts that what
Beijing opposes is separatism rather than democracy when relating to the Taiwan issue, it is
clear that the Chinese government does not favor a democratic ideology by its description of

Taiwan’s political institution.

9 Conclusion and the Contemporary Challenges of CCP’s

framing on Taiwan.

This paper has reviewed the history of Cross-Strait relations and its major issues, which
shows that there is a lack of focus in Chinese media reports about Cross-Strait relations and
CCP’s Taiwan policy. The popular nationalist legitimacy of CCP in China has put pressure
on its decision making about foreign policy. But still, with a highly controlled media, the
PRC government also employs media reports to frame public opinion of its government
performance, especially when relating to international issues. Li (2014), Han (2007), and
Brady (2015), respectively, studied Cross-Strait relations by focusing on the official message
frame, Chinese media reports during Taiwan’s elections, and propaganda control on Taiwan-
related reports in China. Along this direction, | focused on finding out the agenda-setting and
framing being provided by the Chinese mainstream media when talking about KMT and
DPP, and attempted to find out how their images were portrayed in different periods and

topics.
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As a result, although this research was highly restricted by the number of samples and might
have a problem with personal bias, the image of KMT and DPP is relatively obvious and easy
to find out. The decrease in the amount of reports in recent years is probably not because of
the decreased importance of the Taiwan issue to PRC strategy but due to reduced concern
about Taiwan independence movements. Neither parties’ image was influenced because of
the PRC leadership change, but there is a high possibly that they are related to the Taiwan
government transitions. DPP is generally a negative party in the news, not only because of its
pro-independence tendency and obstructions to Cross-Strait exchanges but also its poor
governance in Taiwan. In the news, DPP is normally against any domestic political parties
and the majority of Taiwanese, as well as international, factors. KMT is a positive party in
the news, and is a builder for Cross-Strait exchanges and a defender of the 1992 Consensus,
and so it brings benefits to both sides of the Taiwan Strait. However, it is not outstanding in
terms of its governance performance in Taiwan, and it is also stuck in the inefficient
Taiwanese democratic institution with endless competitions. Generally, a pro-independence
party is definitely going to fail and be unpopular; recognizing the One-China Principle and
improving Cross-Strait relations is the right standpoint for Taiwanese parties.

Nevertheless, official media framing on Taiwan is undergoing a unidirectional collapse and
might eventually fail. As Snow and Benford (1988:208) illustrated, official frames do not
necessarily succeed unless they ensure that the relevance between the framing and target
audience’s daily experiences are highly attuned. After a separation of more than 60 years, it
can be clearly seen from public opinion poll that unification is losing its support in Taiwan,
which is different from the People’s Daily’s propaganda about the Taiwanese public (Wang ,
2015). The increasing tourism between the two sides can highly change the Chinese public’s
impression and opinion of Taiwanese people and Taiwan’s society (Rowen, 2014). Besides,
the increasing use of the internet has made traditional media and inclusively official media
weak on propaganda (People.cn, 2016). It is impossible for CCP censors to screen out all
information from Taiwan that might upset the public. The image of Taiwan is no longer as

strictly controlled as it used to be.

These gradually changed facts provide new challenges and inevitable troubles for CCP to

control public opinion on Taiwan-related affairs. As Yu, Yu, and Lin (2016:374) believe,
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Andrew Moravcski’s two-level game model, whereby the domestic public are the major
actors in influencing international relations and government foreign policy, is adaptable for
studying Cross-Strait relations. Therefore, with increasing interaction between the two sides,
a suggestion for future studies is to focus on social media and figure out what really is the
Chinese domestic public’s opinion on Taiwan’s affairs nowadays, and whether it matches the
frame provided by the Chinese media and government messages. It is hard to predict the
future of the relations between Taiwan and mainland China, but public opinion is a
dependable source that can provide us with a clue about the development and direction of

Cross-Strait relations.
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11 Appendix

11.1 Appendix 1: DPP-related News

DPP-related News Report Samples

Frames :
1-DPP's poor governance
harming Taiwan society
2-Taiwan domestic
political competition
. 3-DPP hindering Cross-
Topics: Strait Exchanges
1-PRC Messages , &
. Image: . 4-DPP's pro-
Title . 2-Taiwan i L
L o 2-Positive . independence activities
No (English title be Publication 1-Neutral Society be reiected b )
" | roughly translated/ Date 3-Taiwan € rejected by various
. . . 0- . actors
Original Chinese title) . Politics
Negative . 5-Some DPP members be
4-Cross-Strait )
Exchanges praised
6 -Message from CCP to
persuade DPP to abandon
its pro-independency
policy
9 - Others
Turn to see "pan-purple"
1| MAEEHEZER 20/08/2003 0 3 1
"Preparing for Election
2 | War(BABEIMCHE") | 27/08/2003 0 3 2
Alas "The Republic of
3 | China"(R& ‘P ERE") 24/09/2003 0 2 4
The connection cannot
be cutten/ BIRE HE;E
4 | &l 24/09/2003 1 3 4
Ulterior motives/ B%45
5| BRER 29/10/2003 0 3 4
Investigation "KMT party
property” lively started/
6 | FEEERFRRE 24/12/2003 0 3 2
Fake and truth/ {R{E ELR%
7 | Efk 13/10/2004 1 4 3
Absurd words and
deeds/ MEET BE
8 | Al 17/11/2004 0 2 4
How far is "three links" ?/
ARER, =Z&EE%
9 |5&"? 21/02/2005 0 4 3
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10

Future of Cross-strait
agricultural cooperation/
MERERRESEERE
]

02/03/2005

11

Interview of Chen Yunlin/
it REE T ERAE
FERZMAPERERE
Bl TR E R KR
BIEHEMTEEM

01/04/2005

12

Don’t's against the tide/
WRmE TEE

13/04/2005

13

Mainland would like to
have a talk/ KiEEEZ=
B ANBREZERR

14/04/2005

14

Big format/ X#EBFH X
)

27/04/2005

15

Cherish our historical
step/ IEEBREEMESR
7

04/05/2005

16

Taiwan people come
mainland for license/ 2

BRI KEEER

01/06/2005

17

The chairman of the SEF
is a mystery/ JEREEE
EANE ABXE

08/06/2005

18

The "second
constitution" just around
the corner/ “XREE X" E
ABRE ZREREEN
g

15/06/2005

19

Compatriots identity, is
our pride/ EIERIFERE,
MR MR

13/07/2005

20

Man-made trouble/ A\ %
RB AT

27/07/2005

21

Chen Shui-bian acts as a
"sending money boy"/ f&
KRXEBHEF

28/09/2005

22

Kaohsiung railway case
hit the DPP/ B i HEE S
ERIREHR

12/10/2005

23

Why at this moment? /
AFEEEED R

09/11/2005

24

When will the "visious
election culture' end/ “Z&

BRELARFR ?

30/11/2005

25

No hope for 'Economy
development
organization"/ $1i &%

&=
=

25/01/2006
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26

Former Chairman of the
DPP Lin Yixiong
announced his withdraw
from the party/ R ER]
IFEMERERRE

25/01/2006

27

Cross - strait relations
new hopes/ MEE % B
E

04/03/2006

28

Politics "tumbler" fell/ Bt
B EESET

12/04/2006

29

Governance problems/
BETEHRER

19/04/2006

30

Do not against the
popular/ NibATE Bk
THEE

28/04/2006

31

Election conflicts/ Z 8§
1B SREKRE

10/05/2006

32

Who is setting the trick?/
SR LR
B2

02/08/2006

33

“fight diplomacy" / &
‘PR BERES

06/09/2006

34

aiwan businessmen
create great benefits for
Taiwan/ EFEAEELEE

BIEEXF &

20/09/2006

35

Detonate Taiwan politics/
5IREEEBE

08/11/2006

36

Corruption issues/ “&&”
\/E BLVIFR

15/11/2006

37

Election and chaos/ 28

FER EIRRTE

13/12/2006

38

"National confidential
fee" case hearing/ “BEI#%
HEE EHE

20/12/2006

39

Heal the history of
trauma for a better
future/ EFESRRIE £
BISEFR R

01/03/2007

40

Taiwan authorities
changed seven "News
Director" in seven years/
EERTERT 7TES
HRER"

11/04/2007

41

The Third Cross - Strait
Economic and Trade
Forum was held in
Beijing/ E=EMRFEE
XALimiEE R ET

29/04/2007

42

The DPP's so-called
"Taiwan" joining the
United Nations
referendum was
rejected/ RAEZEFTEE LA
‘EEAEMABESEL
BEER]

30/06/2007
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43

The head of the Taiwan
Affairs Office claims/ #
ERESEHE T ARTRHK
H

25/07/2007

44

Funny "diplomacy"/ “8llF
AR I

29/08/2007

45

A speech by TAO
statesman/ B #5Fr= it 5%
EABRNEE

17/09/2007

46

The head of the Central
Committee of the CPC
Central Committee
comment on the DPP so-
called "normal state
resolution"/ hith R =
HEEAMREE S BN
BEEERREXHER

KRR

02/10/2007

47

Careless "King"/ “BHEH
XBEEMES

07/11/2007

48

War on the name/ {F E
B A

12/12/2007

49

Year review on Cross-
Strait relations/ 7% > [@] B2

BEWEF

29/12/2007

50

Taiwan authorities
secretly set up arms
companies/ 2 R#ME
ERE VNG

20/02/2008

51

Yang Jiechi talks with
Rice/ 15 EEFEHT & %

27/02/2008

52

Hu Jintao and Xiao
Wanchang's meeting has
positive significance/ #A
REREERNERESR
EEZEMERBESR

17/04/2008

53

Be realistic/ Y1 H 5 75
B8

24/09/2008

54

Expand Cross - Strait
Civil Communication and
Promote Cross - Strait
Cooperation and
Development/ & E#4,.
BARRREZR R
MEESERERE

18/05/2009

55

Prospect of peaceful
development of cross-
strait relations/ B8 @i &

BRMTRRMAR

06/06/2009

56

DPP should turn around/
REEEE—(fEEDE

14/08/2009
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57

For the fundamental
interests of the Chinese
nation and great
renaissance/ AT HER
KRR AR F AR KB E

30/04/2010

58

And look at Taiwan "fight
culture"/ BEZETE
xXie”

16/07/2010

59

Why the environment is
not conducive to the

DPP/ RIREARIAFITF
R#E

24/02/2012

60

Lose is not a shamel/ &
FTEANBFEAN

25/05/2012

61

Jia Qinglin met with
delegations in the Straits
Forum/ EEMERHE
BIRHEREERAL

17/06/2012

62

Spring Festival, the test
of Taiwan's high-speed
road system/ Zi&, EEg

30/01/2014

63

Endless conflicts/ ER#& A
BE MSIERL

10/04/2014

64

Peaceful development is
future/ EFIFERER AR
EoEE

26/03/2015

65

Taiwan's teaching
reformation: 20 years of
gains and losses/ Z&#

N 20 FHFHEIK

14/05/2015

66

The Kuomintang filled
the "blue melancholy"/ [E
REREEAEM

22/05/2015

67

Declare a firm stand to
express sincere goodwill/
BERBEILR REWE

E=E
= e

07/03/2016

68

Compatriots work
together to create a
better future/ F B F%E
11 GBI R KRR

15/03/2016

69

Adhere to the bottom
line, motivate
development/ BR ¥ E#R
MERE TBRHE

24/03/2016

11.2 Appendix 2: KMT-Related News

KMT-related News Report Samples
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Topics:

. Image: 1-PRC Messages
Title Publication | 2-Positive 2-Taiwan Societ
No. | (English title be roughly translated/ . ety
Original Chinese title) Date 1-Neutral 3-Taiwan Politics
& 0O-Negative | 4-Cross-Strait
Exchanges
22/12/2002
Wandering in disappointment/ %k 2
1 | BEm 0 4
27/02/2003
Commemorate the 56th anniversary of
the "February 28" uprising/ #8&“=-=/\”
) | & 56 B 0
Gratifying red packets with potential 23/07/2003
3 | threat/ EAMIE EEREH 0
Investigation "KMT party property" lively 24/12/2003
4 | started/ EE"EERFERS 0
25/02/2004
5 | "two twenty-eight"/ B #8453 BR“=.Z/\" 0
6 | Finally realize it/ ;U E #0;EEE 25/02/2004 0
19/05/2004
7 | Humor and worry/ #42REZ S0 0
The chaos is full of variables/ &l = RE 26/05/2004
8 | TWEH 1
03/11/2004
Combined with vertical and horizontal,
hot and cold intertwined/ &#b&EkE 24
9 | X 1
10 | Weak Morale/ &£k 555 %HHE 10711/2004 0
22/12/2004
Legislature conflicts is endless/ “3Lfx "
11| 7 BR=HEi 1
Chen Yunlin Interview/ kbR =& T 01/04/2005
ERNEF MR EEREREE
TR EERAERFETELLER
12 2
Taiwan's major political parties strongly 05/04/2005
condemned the "Taiwan independence"
supporters for visting the Yasukuni
Shrine/ EE T ERERINET R ST
B
Highly expected Lien's visit/ %18 & K & 27/04/2005
14 | 217 EEEREF T ERRF 2 4
29/04/2005
Hu Jintao expressed his expectation to
meet with Lien Chan in Beijing/ #8553
15 | RS REEE R E R % ?
Cross-strait agricultural cooperation/ 29/04/2005
16 | FEX6%F  ERAGEERRA 2 4
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17

Lien Chan and Kuomintang group
arrived in the mainland/ E& R hEER
BEREFEEER

29/04/2005

18

Achievements by Lien Chan's mainland
visit/ B KT R R BT A = 1REERH
CHERE

04/05/2005

19

International attention and praises on
Lien Chan's visit/ B9V E{GEE ATNEEETE
W EE B AR AR

04/05/2005

20

New opportunities for Cross-Strait
relations/ #EFHBIRFARBEHD

04/05/2005

21

In line with the trend/ FF& B E#R
RS

13/05/2005

22

Yu Muming delivered a speech at
Renmin University of China/ 8%£BA#E &

BEARKEEHE

13/07/2005

23

Hu Jintao meets with New Party
members/ EA%HE S R HTE KA E

13/07/2005

24

Social security problems/ “Eig" EMRER
BHE PREIEAREES

20/07/2005

25

We should work together to implement
the consensus reached by the CCP,
KMT and the New Party/ FEXRIZ H%EE
PR EIE, . FEEERMMEE

29/07/2005

26

From next month fifteen kinds of Taiwan
fruit enjoying no-tariff import/ F B2+ &

BEBKEOTHKR

29/07/2005

27

"3 - 19 shooting case" ceased/ “3-19 &
EXFRTTZ

24/08/2005

28

Taiwan "military purchase case"/ Z“E &
= HEER

31/08/2005

29

Jia Qinglin met with Taiwan veterans
and other veterans/ EEMERHERS
SEREEHT

05/09/2005

30

Taiwan authorities suffered "ass" crisis/

07/09/2005

31

Ma Song formal talks, Pan Blue seeking
integration/ ERIEX G ZEHERE

P
[=)

14/09/2005

32

The first Cross - Strait Elite Forum was
held in Shanghai/ 55— EfRF BEE&E EH
E7E L iEsT

16/09/2005

33

Chen Shui-bian acts as a "sending
money boy"/ /KR X E BRI EF"

28/09/2005

34

Taiwan "Legislative" violence / Z &1 3%
e EEESRAT

19/10/2005

35

President of the Kuomintang Ma Ying-
jeou expressed regret and protest
against Koizumi's visit to the Yasukuni
Shrine/ hEEREFFEEEAH/NRB
FEBEMARTERENRE

20/10/2005
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36

Celebration Taiwan's return in 1945/ &
BRE—RF ERASREBTEAZERL
B E

26/10/2005

37

When will "Vicious election culture"
disappear?/ “ZE B B8 30{b Al RFAR 2

30/11/2005

38

Chaos after election/ ZEHIERERE

14/12/2005

39

Jia Qinglin meets with representatives of
the Taiwan Affairs Office/ BEEME R £
EEHRErEgEfk

19/01/2006

40

The significance of the Eight Claims/ /\
BEFIREFEAER

26/01/2006

41

Peaceful reunification will benefit both
sides/ MITEHi— EEEEMFRAE

30/01/2006

42

The mainland is willing to exchange
opinions / KEEEEEIE REETE WAYIK
B BERAIRREEREAHMKER
REERETMER

23/02/2006

43

The mainland has never rejected the
cross-strait cargo charter negotiations/
KERREFREEEDTHED

23/02/2006

44

Hong Kong and Macao citizens strongly
condemned Chen Shui-bian's "Taiwan
independence"” behavior/ &B& R A+
EINEEHKRNEE TR

01/03/2006

45

Hu Jintao's four views on Taiwan have a
positive and far-reaching impact on
cross-strait relations/ BAfg == MELE

REMFRARELEBERRTE

03/03/2006

46

"One China" is beyond doubt/ “—1{& F1[E”
BIRRENBREE R

20/03/2006

47

The Kuomintang Central base has
moved/ B REPRENEMRRT

29/03/2006

48

Cross-strait Economic and Trade forum
achieved proposals/ i F#8E SHi1EE @
HLnﬂ

16/04/2006

49

Cross - Strait Economic and Trade
Forum Closed in Beijing/ ME{EE KB
LREAE

16/04/2006

50

Internal problems/ B ERE R BHE

19/04/2006

51

Lien Chan in hometown/ &8 7E & )i £ 18

20/04/2006

52

Overseas Chinese highly praised Hu
Jintao's "four-point proposal"/ E{E#E A
=EFENRE TEEE

20/04/2006

53

Election war/ ZEIZERL HBEKE

10/05/2006

54

The 4th Straits Youth Forum was held in
Fuzhou/ %M & Bk E FEiRIEEREMEST

17/06/2006
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55

Kuomintang Hsinchu County Party
delegation to end the exchange trip in
Chongqing/ HEIE R E#H TSR EEHR
B RAERKIRITIZ

17/06/2006

56

Promoting the commercial banks to
issue special loans for small and
medium-sized Taiwan-funded
enterprises/ BB EEBITHT/NEE
TEFRERENR

08/07/2006

57

Chen Shui-bian suffered a "life and
death door"/ [E/K R & & £ 3EFT”

19/07/2006

58

Fujian and Taiwan Economic
Cooperation Promotion Committee was
established in Xiamen/ FZ&HE A EE
EZBEEEMRIL

09/09/2006

59

September 12 - "Anti Chen-Shuibian"
into the fourth day/ 9 A 12 B—— “BlR~
EAFEMLX

13/09/2006

60

China Western Sea Fair held in
Chengdu/ F B PG & 18 & 7E RUERER 1T

17/09/2006

61

Strengthen the protection of Taiwan
businessmen rights and interests/ 38t =

PIE R REMET

20/09/2006

62

SOGO case investigation/ SOGO E{5#E
REEENEE

11/10/2006

63

The largest agricultural exhibition in
Across-strait was held in Xiamen/ /@ F &
KRR EREGEREMET

20/10/2006

64

Corruption issues/ “BfE"#E ‘B AR

15/11/2006

65

Fight for Taipei and Gaoxiong/ it =&
&EHF

06/12/2006

66

New tricks/ BIf2E #&EBITEE M

31/01/2007

67

The separatist activities of the Taiwan
adiministration are unpopular/ Z2&E

‘ERBE A RFBFFAD

15/02/2007

68

The Kuomintang will only come up with
one group of candidates for 2008/ B &
HofF Rt —#B1%2E A 258 2008

17/02/2007

69

The Taiwan Affairs Office held a regular

press conference/ BIZ= R ITHIITIEH

=
=

01/03/2007

70

Peaceful development is what people
want/ fIFEFRFEARD

05/03/2007

71

The Kuomintang held a parade against
the so-called "rectification” by the DPP
authorities/ BIRERITHITEERH RE
EERMBER"EY

01/04/2007

72

Wu Boxiong became chairman of the
Chinese Kuomintang/ 2 A1zt £+

REXF

12/04/2007
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73

common ancestor of the Chinese/ “&F&x

FFRHEMPERKLRMNBE

20/04/2007

74

opportunity to build KMT- People First
Party Union/ Bl &3 HEER

25/04/2007

75

The Third Cross - Strait Economic and
Trade Forum was held in Beijing/ =&
MRS E LRI TE R T

29/04/2007

76

New breakthrough/ X /& & 22 AR B

30/04/2007

77

The third cross - strait economic and
trade forum/ E=ZERERE XLREL
EEE

30/04/2007

78

"Ma Xie duel"/ “ & SR % A 72

09/05/2007

79

"Kick off" / “B& P — I el B 5 L1

23/05/2007

80

Tricks under story/ EEERLHS

18/07/2007

81

CCP and KMT consensus/E £ REZHE
WEE=RREEESEERTFEHE
KTIEXRER

26/07/2007

82

Shanxi three stage play moved
Taiwanese/ ILFA= S BE=FIKEN= &

03/08/2007

83

Cross-strait exchanges 20 years
extraordinary development/ fjE 32T 20
FEBF T FLEERETE

02/11/2007

84

Sincere to pursue wellbeing of the
compatriots on both sides and seek
peace in Taiwan Strait/ E & MR = EE
REN, AEBMERNTE

21/11/2007

85

The election campaign is lively but public
does not care about politics competition/

BEAF RESR

09/01/2008

86

Wu Boxiong and Chinese Kuomintang
delegation arrived in Nanjing/ &2 {aif=x

T EE R ARE R E EER R

27/05/2008

87

Willing to contribute to the peaceful
development of cross-strait relations/ &
EAMERRMERREF LN

31/05/2008

88

Cross-Strait News and Communication
Research Exchange Center was
established/ #E kM 7 #T E EEEF TR
Pl sl N A

vl

09/06/2008

89

Shao Qiwei meets with the Chinese
Kuomintang Chairman Wu Boxiong/ B3t

EFEPEBERETFERAOM

06/07/2008

90

Yu Zhengsheng meets with Lien Chan/
BIFEERES

14/04/2009

91

The First Straits Forum - refreshed
Cross - Straits Exchange record/ & fE:E
e B —— Rl 37 R = 3T AT %

23/05/2009
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92

Talking about trade with Taiwan/ {¢tZ=
REEGE

03/06/2009

93

prospect of peaceful development of
cross-strait relations/ FEI /M =R
BEMETR

06/06/2009

94

Optimistic about future/ S48 B¢ #A%3 F|
7

10/06/2009

95

Jia Qinglin Meets with KMT Chairman
Wu Boxiong/ EEMERTEBEREXE

R

11/07/2009

96

The 5th Cross - Strait Economic and
Trade Forum/ £ A EMFKE LiHE
HEEER

13/07/2009

97

Reunification: the wind and waves will

have an end/ #i— K% : RAMEEEH

22/09/2009

98

Cross - strait cultural exchanges through
the time and space/ fiF 3 1b K R E LA
ZEpEE

21/05/2010

99

Zhou Tienong met with the Chinese
Kuomintang youth elite delegation/ &3
RERTEBERESEFFRRERHE

07/06/2010

100

Jia Qinglin met with delegation in the
Second Strait Forum/ BEEHRE RHES
“EBGRERFSRAL

20/06/2010

101

The second session of the Straits Forum
was held in Xiamen/ 5 — [&i8IkH1E X
BEEMET

21/06/2010

102

The second session of the Straits Forum
"folk song" loud and clear response to
the two sides/ 5 Z & B IkimiE RINE=
[EIE477)=S

27/06/2010

103

The opening of the 6th cross - strait
economic and trade forum

I FREMEEE L REBRAR

11/07/2010

104

The closing of the 6th cross - strait
economic and trade forum

I FAREMFEEE L mEEREAR

12/07/2010

105

The two sides work together to create a
better future for Chinese/ /i & 1Al
HhEEREEIFREK

26/10/2010

106

Hu Jintao Meets with Lien Chan/ &A$gi=
ERESE

14/11/2010

107

violent election in Taiwan/ Z;&E8 £ 5
EZ A )

03/12/2010

108

Jia Qinglin Meets with KMT Honorary
President Wu Boxiong/ EEME R

BRZEFREIFRMAMH

07/05/2011

109

The opening of the 7th cross - strait
economic and trade forum/ -t EMRFE
B xibimiEms

08/05/2011
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110

Hu Jintao Meets with Wu Boxiong/ A8
EERA A

11/05/2011

111

The third session of the Straits Forum
opened in Xiamen/ % = B kR IEEE
PR

12/06/2011

112

Li Kegiang met with Wu Danyi/ & & &
REFE—IT

02/04/2012

113

Promote cooperation by deepening
exchanges with culture as a link/ 2431k

HIEHRIETRIRESE

18/06/2012

114

New achievement of cross - strait
cultural communication/ /i jF X1k & @/
FERE

20/07/2012

115

Speech by Jia Qinglin at the Opening
Ceremony of the 8th Cross - Strait
Economic and Trade Forum/ BEMEE
NEMFEE X LREREX LR

29/07/2012

116

The 8th cross - strait economic and trade
culture forum/ FB/\EMFEE XL iHE
HEEE

30/07/2012

117

Cross - strait marriage, refraction of the
times/ IR, Hr TR S &2

23/10/2012

118

Trampled into the road/#%JE ¥ i g K&

25/10/2012

119

Communication and cooperation to let
the heart closer/ XFRE S {EEDLEE
Py

28/12/2012

120

Dialogue with Taiwan New Party
Chairman Yu Mu Ming/ $#5EE&=&#E T
FEARREA

27/06/2013

121

Xi Jinping congrats Ma Yingjiu elected
chairman of KMT/ fh £ h RiEE T ILF
BERENEETEERETE

21/07/2013

122

Xi Jinping will meet with the honorary
chairman of the Kuomintang- Lien Chan/
PP RBECLELTHERTEERE
RET FEER

18/02/2014

123

Three strong opponents become

thriving/ =R FHE —3EF

17/04/2014

124

"Gas explosion" to pull out the "political
victims"/ SR % BB 5

14/08/2014

125

The Kuomintang president election/
RERIE B/ EEX

15/01/2015

126

Total cross-strait tourism and visit in
2014 hit a record high/ 2014 £/@E A&
EREEFEELTS

15/01/2015

127

"Wiping red" is actually slander/ “¥k#I"#4
BEERHR

14/05/2015
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17/09/2015
For the reunification/ &#i— KEE B &
128 | 1= 2
09/11/2015
Important milestones, open a new
129 | chapter/ EE B2 RRGTRE 2

11.3 Appendix 3: DPP Origin Database

No. by
publication

date

N o o B WN

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Title

[1]208R B30, BERIFITER £ L 1AM R B R AT R E[N]. AR B#,2016-05-

[12(;(;0;2” = 3% R ARIR A FECA £RIN]. AR H#5,2016-05-05(001).
[B] R Ik, FRILAE,. “FRE"EIFEANRFEN]. ARHB%R,2016-05-05(020).

[4)F348,. =8 A EEihEZ[N]. ARB$R,2016-03-31(020).

[BIRKAR,. BIFER BERE TEBGEN]. AKRB#,2016-03-24(020).

[6]ARES,. “N_HBE T RIFEMEZEIN]. AKB$#R,2016-03-17(020).

[7] FREEESE 5 RMBIFRIREK[N]. AR HE#$R,2016-03-15(013).

[B]FRIL 48 IRIE BRIRAL, BB, 2R BRRE,. BHFMOETE METHREE|IN. ARB

$},2016-03-07(004).

OIEMM A E A, EEEMFE, ERBEILS RERZEEN]. ARB#R,2016-03-
07(004).

[10] “h = 3@ B DB E A EERBN]. AR B#R,2016-03-07(004).

[11]R R, BREFE MR X ZH" 5 RITEN]. AR B$R,2016-03-07(004).
[12]#818 2508 25, M4 R, SRENETETRAHNS T =EBEIN]. ARB
$},2016-03-06(004).

[13] Rk, REZRRAZHHE, KEHMEREIZEN]. AKHBH,2016-02-25(006).
[14)RER%,. MFERARMXABXERDZERAZEN]. ARBH,2016-01-21(020).
(158K, =8 R R 2 HENIN]. ARB$R,2015-08-06(020).
[16]R 55 85 5RHEFT,. EEHEE . B H 2 H 7 [N]. ARHR,2015-07-30(020).
[17]#R3048, REE0,. T A28 BARTIN]. A KB #,2015-06-18(018).

[18]E%,. ‘& T EMEEEN]. AR H#R 2015-06-11(020).

[19]FRIL4E , 2R 8, UMD Z= I3 2 [N]. AR H#R,2015-06-04(020).
[20REEFF E 5, BRERE EEEAN]. AR B#,2015-05-22(020).

21, “HKAWEE2HEN]). ARB#R,2015-05-14(020).

[22]REE B8 A2 RLER,. EEH T 20 £MBEKIN]. AR B#,2015-05-14(020).

[23]E %, HEIMFRRITRK BEMFmELRER[N]. ARHB$R,2015-05-06(008).
[24)EE, MFEMT2R+REZEBEREEZ[N]. ARB#R,2015-04-29(011).
[25]5=EK,. SEKIEAITTEN]. ARB#R,2015-04-16(020).

[26]E 5, Ri:8, BIREMR E MR —HEELIN]. AKB#R,2015-04-16(020).
[27]K18,. RE®T, EEX—HFERARIN]. ARHBH#,2015-04-09(020).
[28]fRIL1B,. BT RERN AR EIEEIN]. ARB#,2015-03-26(019).

[29] X%, R'ERRT, EEMEMEE?[N]. ARB$R,2014-11-20(019).
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30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

43
44
45
46
47

48
49
50
51

52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

64
65

66
67

[30]E 5 fRirtd,. FEEIFTEF SN ZFRIN]. AR B#,2014-11-20(019).
Bl — R, #'8X"F G 'E M EEIZEN]. AR B#R,2014-10-19(004).
[32]X% ,REHA,. “RIBEHBUEZ K F’IN]. AR H#R,2014-08-14(020).
[33)R AR BA E RN, KEXEFLRBERZESHEE(N]. ARHBH$R,2014-05-08(020).
(34|73 48, REEHH,. =S HFE—HEFN]. ARHIR,2014-04-17(020).
[35]FRILHB, REEAA,. BE#R AHEER MR 1E[N]. AR B$R,2014-04-10(020).
B6]E% &R, BEMBETHIZR FRSEHKIEN]. AR AR, 2014-04-04(016).
[37)% 148, &R, & —ER . EITEEREIN]. ARBR,2014-02-27(019).
[B8)REEHA,. “MRE T A Z=EHB[N]. AR B$R,2014-02-27(019).

[39]#RILHB, REEFA,. HIE, FHMEET R ERKN]. AR AR, 2014-01-30(020).
[40]8BR53C,. — 2R, —HEATE[N]. ARHB$R,2013-12-26(020).

[1]#R3L48,. KRB AR OESEEN]. ARB$R,2012-12-28(019).

27348, fi 2 A Z 5720 B4 EHEHEILRE/TIN]. ARB$R,2012-11-17(005).

QIS R, EEMNERHERIGHERFESERALIN]. ARBR,2012-06-
17(003).
4% =25, EEESRERETISEERTRFZEIN]. ARBR,2012-06-14(011).

[5]%i4E,. MAEAEFEAN]. ARB#R,2012-05-25(019).

[6]R 1A, KEE/EREFEFZEEIN]. AKRB$#R,2012-03-23(019).

(71721148, £ A“FKERIEE[N]. ARBR,2012-03-23(019).

B HIRERFEARHMEEMETREBET TR BERAKEANISMEBAAXRGE

— LR REEEIN]. ARBR,2012-03-08(001).
[O1FRI48, KIREBEAMAFFREZEIN]. ARBH 2012-02-24(019).

[10] =& ih R RIEEERET[N]. ARB$R,2012-01-15(004).

[11]E %, KEHFIR  EREGREE? [Nl ARB#,2011-12-02(019).

(12|28, EIZMBIHTLES BENTIRRESRENTRELAIRIN]. ARB
$},2011-10-27(011).

[13)%3L48,. M{E A BB FHEN]. ARB$R,2011-09-23(018).

[14)E 5 0%, AW HE TMEEARIHEN]. ARBR,2011-09-15(011).
[15]E£,. AATAEZIHUE BRI N]. AR B$R,2011-04-22(019).

[16]#t48,. FILBEREMNTRERMBEEEIN]. ARBR,2011-01-14(019).
[17]E%.. /ME KE[N]. ARBA#R,2011-01-14(019).

[18]E%,. —E“#"FMt=0k[N]. AR B#,2010-12-31(019).

[19]:RER84,. 539 IHEE EMATZEERMRIENAREN]. AR B$8,2010-12-30(002).
[B]1ESE,. A& Ak AE"N]. AR HB#R,2010-08-27(019).

[AFR348,. IRIBEFE - ABEEERTR?[N]. AKB#,2010-08-13(019).
[5)E%, BEEETE LNl ARB#R,2010-07-16(019).

(614145, EIZMBRTHTHERAEIN]. AR B$#,2010-06-13(004).

[TERARZRYE BRE RS, AT PERBKHBRAFBEREEIN]. ARBK 2010-04-
30(006).

[20] % RIS HIE, MEE—FEE—ES"F T HINl. ARBR,2009-12-25(016).
R1FEEEE, EEXFATEREERHS ALEFZBFIEZEHKIEF BUAIN]. ARB
£R,2009-08-28(004).

[22)F4E,. REEEZE—EEESIRIN]. AKB#,2009-08-14(019).

T

b

)

s
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68

69
70
71

72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103

104
105
106

[23)mAsRYs EEEE R E NER, FRIMFRRMTRREMATRIN]. ARB#,2000-

06-06(001).

24K E 5 FRIIE,. B EERHEXNGEEMETIN]. AR B 2009-05-
18(001).
25| B EWH, BARMEREXR REMEESIEZEN]. ARHB#R,2009-05-18(002).
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